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To the QU EE N. | 


M ADAM, 
Miy it pleaſe your Majeſty. 
N Gratitude to thoſe Wretches whoſe 
heroick Conſtancy raiſed in me that Ad- 
miration which was the firſt Cauſe of 


my happy Converſion, I humbly lay at Your 
Majeſty's Feet an account of their Sufferings. 


Their only hopes, under God, are in Your , 


] Majeſty, the glorious Defender and Orna- 
| ment of their Faith; the Charity by which 
You ſupport ſuch Numbers of their Bre- 
thren in Your Dominions; the Concern You 
have expreſſed for the preſſures the French 
Churches labour under, and Zeal for their 
Reſtoration to their ancient Splendor, leave 
no room to doubt of Your Majeſty's gene- 
rous Intentions. And that Providence which 
watches over Your Sacred Perſon, and di- 
{tinguiſhes Your Reign by ſo many Exploits, 
both at Home and Abroad, from thoſe of 

A 2 Your, 
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Your moſt.. glorious Anceſtors, will, 
doubt, reward Your Piety, and enable Four 
Naehe to cale t them of their Chains, after 
* ke rf of Europ 6 BA 
Sh would not thus 4 to make 
their way through the Crowd of your Ad- 
mirers, and diſturb the Harmony of the Ac- 
clamation fhar ſurround Your Auguſt Per- 
ſon, with the doleful rehearſal of their Mi- 
ſery, did not Your Majeſty's known Good- 
neſs facilitate their Acceſs, and Your love of 
Tuſtice and Proneneſs to redreſs Grievances 
encourage their Preſumption. 
lam in particular Happy, in being ſo far 
Inſtrumental in their future Deliverance, as 
to make their Caſe known to the beſt and 
greateſt of Queens, and am proud that it fur- 
niſhes me with an Opportunity of ting 
the World know that I am, 


May it pleaſe your M a TE 8T v, 
Your Mijeſty's moſt faithful Stibject, 
and obedient bumble Servant, ' 


John Bion, 


Heretofors Chaplain to the Se Galley | 
in the French King's Service. 
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PREFACE. 


| S I purpoſed in this Work, only to make 
tbe Self of the Proteſiants condenm- 
ed to the Galleys for the ſake of Religi- 
on, known to the N. — 
think, that when I ſpeak in general of the dif- 
ferent ſorts of Forgats or Slaves, which are on 
them, I go beſides the Rules I preſcribed to my 
ſelf. But, if it be conſidered, that it is no lit- 
tle Torment to the Prorejlants to be amongſt Ma- 
lefafors and lewd and prifiizate Villains, whoſe 
continual Blaſphemies and (ing have no pa- 
ralel but among the damned in Hell, it will not 
be thought beſides my purpeſe to bave giden 10 
the World a particular account of the various 
forts of thoſe Men who live in the Galleys. 

There is beſides a block, thiſe, who never ſaw 
the Galleys but in the Port at Marſeilles, will 
infallibly ſtumble dt, if nt rem; which is, 

t whereas the Galley Slaves are not during 
that time in that wretched condition they 48 I», 
t at Jes amd taping at the Out, Feiag dl. 
lowed te Kerb Shop tανt the Pt, e #7 
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d: People will be apt to 


rr ⁵˙ uU ¶ é[́à N ö 


The PREFA c. 


work and ſell all manner of Commodities: And 
ſometimes baving leave to walk in the Town, 
giving ouly one penny tv. the Algouſin, as. much 
70 the Turk with whom each of them muſt then 
be coupled, and froe pence to the Pertuiſenier, 
or Partizan-bearer vo guards them. There be- 
ing ſome beſides that even have their ide at 
Marſeilles, aud all being permitted to bear from 

their Friends and receive Money from their Re- 
lations ;, all ſuch Coniforts and Favours, as well 
as all manner of Corrreſpondence with Friends are 
utterly denyed the Proteſtants. | 
I have not deſcended to patticulars iu what te- 
lateth to the Uſefulneſs F Galleys in Sea-fights, 
for the Keeping of the Coaſts, or Convoying of 
— ws. when there is danger of their 
being taken or jet upon by the Brigantines, the 
Duke of Savoy keeps commonly for that purpoſe 
during the War in Villa Franca, St. Hoſpitio ' 
«nl Oneglin. Nor did I take notice in this 
Work, bow the Galleys in an Hugagement, wheres 
in there are Men of War, ſerve to keep off, and 
fink with their Canon ſhot ont of tbe Cours 
fire ( Oar eule] the Fireſlipe the I'nemy 
fenderb to ft the ſhip u fires and t6 Tov away © 
rb 4s are diſabled in the fight, T might u. 
d. vhferved, bow in etery Galley there is five 
Huus pon the Fare-deek, Vit four, fix or ęigbi 
Pounders, and a Hſth ealied ihe Conrlier,vbieb ears | 
eb a fiv aud thirty pond Ball, Aud lere, when 

an Enemies Ship is becalmed, a Gally, which 

with ber Oars can du what ſhe pleaſeth, may at- 

tack that Ship Fore or Aft to avoid ber Broad- 

Files, 
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ſides, and ply ber with Courſier : So hat ſome- 
times if ſhe happeneth to let ber a Shot which 
cometh between Wind and Water, ſhe forceth her 
to ſurrender : Which bowever happenerh ſeldom 
enongb; for a Ship needs but a little Wind to 
make nothing of overtbrowing five or ſix Gallies. 

I did not think fit neither to give here an Ac- 
count of the number of Gallies in France, which 
is twenty four at Marſeilles, and fix upon the 
Ocean. Nor to ſpeak of the fix (ſmall Rooms 
in every Galley under thg Deck, wherein Ammu- 
nition and Proviſious are kept, and which they 
call the Gavon, be Scandclat, the Campaign, 
the Paillot, tbe Tavern, and the Forc-rooin. 
All theſe particulars would have carried me 109 
far out of my way and befides my prrpoſe, which 
is only to give a plain and 22 Accornt 
without amplifying, of the Suffering: of the No- 
teſtant Galley-ſlaves. 6: 

If there be any thing omitted in this Relati- 
„, 'twill not be Rand at to thy Wateriel Point : 
And at my fole aim in it 1 been 19 wort 4 
Pellywsfeeling in other Mens Hearts, I fhav't 
find my ſelf at all diſappointed, although their 
Onrinfity ſhould not be fully fatizfied, The Lord 
in bis Merey paur ont bis Bleſſings pou this Work, 
and favourably bear aur Prayers aud Shpplica= 
tious, which we ſhall never ceaſe t make nuta 
bis Divine Majefly for tbe Deliverauce of our 
poor diftreſſed Bretbren, 
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„„ 7 : 
SUFFERINGS 
fs OF THE 
PROTESTANTS 
IN THE 


French Galleys. 


HE difmal Accounts handed down te 
I oy Hiſtorians, of the Terments 
fflieted 

P 


1 
a on Chriſtians by the Heathen 
Emperors in the firſt Ages of the 
Church, might juſtly he ſuſpected, if the wotul 
experience of our own, did not put the Truth of 
them out of diſpute. For tho it be not eafie to 
conceive how Men can 17 off all that is tender, 
and genetous in their Natures, and degenerate 
into the ferity of Brutes, yet it is but looking on 
the World round ns, and being convinc'd that 
they can even out-do. their fellow Animals in 
— * to one another; nay, we may ſee many 
profeſſing Chriſtianity, * the ſpecious pre- 
tence 


1 

tence of Zeal for its intereſt, commit ſuch barbari- 
ties as exceed, at leaſt equal the Rage of the Per- 
ſecuters of the Primitive Chriſtians, Hiſtory a- 
bounds in Inſtances that ſhew the Nature of a 
Spirit of Perſecution, and how boundleſs its 
Rage and Fufy z but the ſad effects it hath of 
late Years produc'd in France, as they are ſtill 
treſh, and but too obvious, are ſcarce to be pa- 
rallel'd in any Age or Nation, All the World 
knows the Proteſtants there lived under the Pro- 
tection of the Edict of Nants, a Treaty as full, 
and ſolemn as any ever, was; it was at firſt reli- 
giouſly obſerved, but in time ſeveral breaches 
were made in it, many of its Branches were by 
degrees lopt off, till at laſt under the preſent 
King, at the continual. tiezing, and ſolicitation 
of the Jeſuits, thoſe reſifeſs, buſy Inſects, it was 
— broke, or as they pleaſe to term, 

repeal'd, | 
Bur Religion, and its Propagation, muſt be 
the Cloak under which thoſe Cratty Silver-ſmiths 
intend to play their Game, and therefore having 
firſt confidently taught that the King hath a 
deſporick Power over their Conſciences, as well as 
Eſtates, and conſequently his Will the Rule of 
their Religion, they, by ſeveral Arts, and Me- 
thods, but chiefly by dreadful Puniſhments, force 
weak People to play the Hypocrites, and embrace 
a Religion which in, their Hearts they deteſt, 
ſuch who were too good Chriſtians to proſtitute 
their Conſciences to vile worldly intereſts, are 
deny'd the Benefit of retiring into foreign Coun- 
tries, and puniſh'd, it diſcovered, often. with 
Death, 


[3] 
Death, or reſery'd for more cruel uſage, and 
condemn'd to ſpin out their wretched lives in the 


Galleys, 

of theſe laſt I deſign to give the publick an 
Account, as being of all Men the moſt miſera- 
ble, The barbariries committed in thoſe horrid 
Machines exceeding all that can poſſibly be ima» 
gin'd, the ingenuity of the famous Sicilian Ty- 
rants in inventing Torments, deſerves no longer 
to be proverbial, being far excell'd in this perni- 
_ tt by the modern Enemies of Religion and 

rty. 8 

I hal endeavour to ſatisfy the Curioſity of 
thoſe who defire to be inform'd of the Treatment 
the Slaves (and particularly the ——_—— in 
the Galleys meet with; and to convince ſuch as 
are loath to harbour any hard thoughts of the 


French Court, that juſtify its Proceedings by 


pretending, that what they ſuffer is not on the 
account of Religion, but a juſt lawful Puniſh- 
ment for Rebellion, and Diſobedience. 

My. being ſeveral Campaigns Chaplain aboard 
one of the Galleys called La Superbe, gave me 
ſufficient opportunity of informing my ſelf of the 
Truth of the following Relation; and | hope my 
Integrity will not be called in queſtion by any 
body that hears, thar during my ſtay in that Ser- 
vice I nevet receiv*d the leaſt diſguſt, or met 
with any diſobligation; the Certificates I have 
from Monſier de Montolieu, Chief Flag Officer 
of the French Galleys, and Monfieur DA 


J 7igny, Captain of the aforeſaid Gally, whoſe 


Chaplain I was, a Reward for my Services 
F B 2 con- 


[4] 
conferd on me by the French King, in the Year 
1704, at the recommendation of Monſieur de 
Pontchartrin, Several good Offices done me by 
the General, and other Officers who knew me, 
will, I hope, skreen me from the ſuſpicions, or 
calumny of ſuch who through Malice, or per- 
haps Intereſt, might be inclin'd to miltepreſent 


me. | | 
Neither ſhall a blind Zeal for the Proteſtant 
Religion, which I have lately embrac'd, hurry 
me beyond the ſtrict bounds of Truth, or make 
me repreſent things in any colours but their own, 
I ſhould be an unworthy Profeſſor of that holy 
Religion, if on any conſideration I ſhould in 
the leaſt-deviate from the ſtricteſt Truth, to 
which end I ſhall relate nothing by hearſay, but 
like the Apoſtle, confine my ſelf to thoſe things 


my Eyes have ſeen. Ms SIT 
But before I proceed to ſhew the Sufferings 
and Miſery the Wretches in the Galleys labour 
_ I ſhall give a ſhort deſcription, of that 


Hin. N r 

. A alley is a long flat one Deckt Veſſel, tho 
it hath two Maſts, yet they generally make uſe 
of Oars, becauſe they are built ſo as not to be 
able to endure a rough Sea, and therefore their 
Sails for the moſt part are uſeleſs, unleſs in 
Cruiſing, when they are out of ſight of Land, for 
then, for fear of being ſurpriſed by ill weather 
they make the beſt of their way ; there are five 
Slaves to every Oar, one of them a Turk, who 
being generally ſtronger than Chiltians, are ſet ar 
the upper end to work it with more deaf 
I. | — | there 
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[5] 
there are in all three hundred Slaves, and an 
hundred and fifty Men, either Officers, Soldiers, 
Seamen, or Servants. 
There is at the ſtern of the Galley, a Chamber 
ſhaped on the out ſide like a Cradle, belonging 
to the Captain, and ſolely his at Night, or in 
foul Weather, but in the day time common to 
the Officers, and Chaplain, all the reſt of the 
Crew ( the under Officers excepted, who retire 
to other convenient Places) is expos'd above Deck 
to the ſorching heat of the Sun by Day, and the 
damps, and inclemencies of the Night: There 
is indeed a kind of a Tent ſuſpended by a Cable, 
from Head to Stern, that affords ſome little ſhel- 
ter; but the misfortune is, that this is only when 
they can beſt be without it, that is, in fair Wea- 
ther; for in the leaſt Wind, or Storm, *tis taken 


_ down, the Galley not being able to endure it for 


fear of overſetting. The two Winters in Anno 
1703, 1704, we kept the Coaſts of Monaco, 
Nice, and Antibes; thoſe poor Creatures after 
hard rowing, could not enjoy the uſual benefit 
of the Night, which puts an end to the fatigues 


and labours of the Day, but were expos'd to the 


Winds, Snow, Hail, and all other inconvenien- 
cies of that Seaſon. The only comfort they wiſh'd 
for was the liberty of Smoaking; bur that, on 
Pain of the Baſtinado, the uſual Puniſhment of 
the place, is forbid. | | 

The Veſſel being but ſmall for the number, 
the Men conſequently crowded, the conrinual 
Sweat that ſtreams down from their Bodies, 


whilſt rowing, and the ſcanty allowance of Lin- 
B 3 nen, 


6 
nen, one may eaſily * breeds abundance ot 
Vermin; ſo that in ſpight of all the care that 
can be taken, the Gallies ſwarm with Lice, Cc. 
which neſting in the plates and laps of their 
Clothes, relieve by Night the Executioners who 
beat and torment them by Day. 

Their whole yearly allowance for Clothes is 
two Shirts made of rhe coarſeſt Canvaſs, and a 
little Jerkin of red Serge, ſlit on each ſide up to 
their Arm- holes; the Sleeves are alſo open, and 
come not down ſo low as their Elbows, and every 
three Years a kind of a coarſe Frock, and a lit- 
tle Cap to cover their Heads, which they are 
obliged to keep cloſe ſhaved as a mark of In- 
famy. Inftead of a Bed, they are allowed, ſick 
or well, only a Board a Foot and an half 
broad ; and thoſe who have the unfortunate 
Honour of lying near the Officers, dare not pre- 
ſume (though tormented with Vermin) to ſtir 
ſo much as a Hand for their Eaſe, for fear their 
Chains ſhould rattle and awake any of them, 
which would draw on them a Puniſhment more 
ſevere than the biting of thoſe Inſects. Tis hard 
to give an exact Deſcription of the Pains and 
Labours the Slaves undergo at Sea, eſpecially 
during a long Campaign. The fatigue of tugging 
at the Oar is extraordinary, they muſt riſe to 
draw their ſtroke, and fall back again almoſt on 
their Backs; inſomuch, that in all Seaſons, 
through the continual and violent motion of 
their Bodies, the Sweat trickles down their har- 
raſſed Limbs ; and for fear they ſhould fail (as 
they often do through faintneſs) there is a _ 

boat 


LY 


board - (which runs through the middle of the 
Ship) on which are conſtantly poſted three Co- 
mites (an Officer ſomewhat like a Boarſwain in 
her Majeſties ay who, whenever they find, 
or think that'an Oar does not keep rouch with 
the reſt, without ever examining whether it 
proceeds from Weakneſs or Lazineſs, they un- 
mercifully exerciſe a tough Wand on the Man 
they ſuſpect; which being long, is often felt by 
two or three of their innocent — who 
being naked when they Row, each blow imprints 
evident Marks of the inhumanity of the Execu- 
tioner : And that which adds to their Miſery is, 
that they are not allowed the leaſt ſign of Diſ- 
content, or Complaint, that ſmall, and laſt Com- 
fort of the Miſerable ; bur muſt on the contrary, 


endeavour with all their Might to exert the lit? 


tle Vigour that remains, and try by their Sub- 
miſſion to you the rage of thoſe relentleſs 17- 
gres, whoſe ſtrokes are commonly uſhered in, 
and followed by a volley of Oaths, and horrid 
Imprecations. 

No ſooner are they arrived in any Port, but 
their work (inſtead of being at an end) is in- 
creas'd, ſeveral laborious things, previous to ca- 
ſting Anchor being expected them; which 
in a Galley is harder than in a Ship. And as the 
Comites chief Skill is ſeen in dextrouſly caſting 
Anchor, and that they think blows are the Life 
and Soul of all work, nothing is heard for ſome 
time but Cries, and Lamentation; and as the 
poor Slaves Arms are _ in the execution — 

4 ls 
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his Commands, his are as briskly exerciſed in 
laſhing them. yn 

To ſupport their ſtrength under all theſe Hard- 
ſhips, during the Campaign, every Morning at 
eight of the Clock, they give each Man his pro- 
portion of Bisket, of which indeed they have e- 

nough, and pretty good; at Ten a Poringer of 
Soupe made with Oil, Peaſe, or Beans often 
rotten, and commonly muſty: I call it Soupe 
according to their uſe, though it be nothing but 
a little hot Water with about a dozen Peaſe, or 
Beans floating on the top; and when on Duty, 
a Pichone of Wine, (a Meaſure containing about 
two thirds of an Engliſb Pint) Morning, and E- 
vening. When at Anchor in any Port, all who 
have any Money are allowed to buy Meat; and 
the Turk that commands the Oar, and is not 
chain'd, is commonly the Perſon employ'd for 
this purpoſe, as alſo to ſee it dreſt in the Cook- 
room; bur I have often ſeen the Captain's Cook, 
4 brutal, paſſionate Man, take the poor Mens Pot, 
under pretence that it troubled him, and either 
break, or throw it over-boardz whilſt the poor 
Wretches were lating for want of that little 
Relreſhment, without daring ſo much as to mur- 
mur or complain, This indecd is not uſual, but 
where the Cook happens to bu a Villain, of which 
ſort of Men there is plenty in the Gallies. 

The Officers Table is well turniſh'd hath for 
Plenty und Delicacy z but * Slayes only 
a more exquiſite ſenſe al\thelr Miſery, and ſeems 
to biaye their Poverty and Hunger. We ſpent 
the Carnaval of 1704 ln the Port of Monaco, our 
Ollicers 


[ 9 ] 


Officers frequently treated the Prince of that 
Place aboard the Galley , their Entertainments 
were ſplendid, Muſick and all things that could 
promote Mirth were procured : But who can- 
expreſs the Affliction of thoſe poor Creatures, 
who had only a proſpect of Pleaſure, and whilſt 
others revelled at their Eaſe, were ſinking under 
a load of Chains, pinch'd with Hunger in their 
Stomachs, and nothing to ſupport their wy 
Spirits; nay, and what is worſe, they are forced 
to add to the Pomp and Honour done to great 
Men who viſit their Officers, but in ſuch a man- 
ner as moves the Compaſſion of all who are not 
us d to ſuch diſmal Solemnities. When a Per- 
ſon of Quality comes on Board, the Comite gives 
twice notice with his Whiſtle: The firſt time they 
are all attentive; and the ſecond, the Slaves are 
obliged to ſalute (as they call it) three times; 
not with a cheartul Huzza, as in an Engliſh Man 
of War, but by howling in a piteous Tone, making 
a lamentable, complaining Outcry, 

When the badneſs of the Weather hinders the 
Gallies from putting to Sea, ſuch as have Trades 
work in the Galley, ſuch as have none learn to 
knit coarſe Stockings; the Comre, tor whoſe 
Profit they work, gives them Yarn, and pays 
them about halt the uſual Price; and this not in 
Money, but ſome little Vi uals, or Wine, which 
they ure obliged to take out of the Ship's Celler 
(of which the Come is the keeper ) though it 
be generally bad, and daſh'd with Warer ; tor 
though they had as much Gold as they could 
carry, they durſt nor, on pain of a * 
eud 


| [ 10 ] 
fend for any Wine from the Shore. The moſt 
moving ſpeCtacle of all is, to ſee the poor Souls 
that have no Trade, they clean their Comrades 
Clothes, and deſtroy the Vermin that torments 
their Neighbours ; who in return give them 
Tome ſmall ſhare of that ſcanty pittance they 
purchaſe by working. 

One may imagine that ſuch ill Treatment, 
Diet, and Infection muſt needs occaſion frequent 
Sickneſs : In that caſe their Uſage is thus; There 
is in the Hold a cloſe dark Room, the Air is ad- 
mitted only by the Scuttle about two Foot ſquare 
which is the only paſſage into it; at each en 
of the ſaid Room there is a ſort of a Scaffold 
call'd Taular, on which the Sick are laid, pro- 
miſcuouſly without Beds, or any thing under 
them: When theſe are full, if there be any more 
they are ſtretch'd all along the Cables, as I ſaw 
in the Year 1703, when being on the Coaſt of 
Iraly in Winter time, we had above three- 
ſcote ſick Men! In this horrid place all kind of 
Vermin rule with an arbitrary ſway, gnawing 
the poor fick Creatures without diſturbance, 
When the Dutles of my FunQlon call'd me in 
among them, to confeſs, adviſe, or adminiſter 
fore Comfort, which was conlt 
Day, I was In an Inſtant cover'd all over with 
them, it being impoſſible to preſerve ones ſelf 
from thelr Swarms , the only way was to go 
in a night Gown, which | ftripr off when 1 came 
out, and by that means rid my felf of them by 
putting on my Clothes z but when | was in, me- 
thought I walked, in a literal Senſe, N — 

ades 
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ſhades of Death: I was obliged notwithſtand- 
ing to make conſiderable ſtays in this gloomy 


Manſion, to confeſs ſuch who were ready to 


expire; and the whole ſpace between the Ceil- 
ing and the Taular being but three Foot, I was 
obliged to lie down and ſtretch my ſelf along 
their ſides, to hear their Confeſſions, and often 
when I was confeſſing one, another expir'd juſt 
by my fide. Though this Relation may fall in- 
to the Hands of ſome nice Perſons, yet I cannor 
omit this aggravating Circumſtance z which is, 
that they are deprived of all convenience of do- 
ing the neceſſities of Nature, except a little Pail 
always ſo naſty, that they are but little better 
for it, and are beſides ſo weak that they are not 
able to go to it; the Stench conſequently is moſt 
7 pen inſomuch that no Slave, though ne- 
ver ſo weak, but will rather chuſe to tug ar his 

Oar, and expire under his Chain, than retire to 


this loathſome Hoſpital. There is a Chirurgeon 


to take care of the Sick, at the firlt ſetting out 
of the _—_ the King lays in Drugs for the 
uſe of the Crew, which are always very good 
and therefore the Chirurgeons makes Money of 
them In the ſeveral Places we arrive at, fo tha 
the Perſons they are Intended for, have the lea 
benefit of them. 

During Sickneſs, the King orders each Man 
In the Room we have deſtribed, a Pound of freſh 
Bread, and the ſame quantity of freſh Meat, 
and two Ounces of Rice a Day, This is the 
Steward's Province, and he diſcharges his Office 
In ſuch a manner that five or fix Campaign 


make 
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make his Fortune: We have frequently had in 
our Galley threeſcore and ten ſick Men, and the 
quantity of Fleſh allow'd for that number ne- 
ver exceeded twenty Pound weight, and that 
bad Meat too; though (as I have obſerved) the 
King's allowance is one Pound for every Man) 
the reſt going into his own Pocket. 'Once out of 
curiofity I taſted it, and found it little better 
than hot Water. I complain'd to the Chirur- 
geon and Steward, but being great, and Com- 
menſales, they connive at one another : I com- 
plain'd to the Officers alſo, but for what reaſon 
(I only gueſs) they did not regard me, and I 
have too much teſpect for the Captain, to ſay 
that he had any Reaſon or Intereſt to wink at 
1 you a piece of Thjuſtice z4 though he could 
by his own Authority do theſe Wretehes ju⸗ 
ſtice, who often refuſed that Water, made only 
more leathſome by the little quantity of Meat 
put Inte it, and the little eare vid about it, | 
enquired of other r whether the fame 
was praftifed aboard their Gallies, they trankly 
confelt ir was, but durſt own no mate, 

After the Campaign ot 1704, I having occaſion 
to ga to Verſailles, | thought my felt oblig'd 
when there, to give an account to Monſieur de 
Pontchartrin one ot the King's Miniſters, whoſe 
decullar Province the Sea Attairs are; I offer 

im a thort Memorial, and tome Advices which 
I thought molt proper to prevent the like Abu- 
ics tor the future: He was pleas'd to be fo well 
{luilshed, and tound them o — to ſome 

{ 


Wumations given him betore, that he regarded 
| my 


* eee 


[#93 


my Advice, and offer'd me his Intereſt : The 
King was pleas d to order me a Gratuity ; I left 
the Warrant with Monſieur Thome, Treaſurer- 


General of the Gallies, living at the Marias du 
Temple, to ſerve as an Acquittance for the ſe- 
veral Payments he has made me. | 
This is a brief Account of the Galley, and 
the Government thereof. I now proceed to ſhew 
what ſort of People are condemned there. 
There are in a Galley five ſeveral forts of Peo- 


ple, under the notion of Slaves, beſides Sea- 


men and Soldiers, viz, Turks, ſuch as are cal- 
led * Deſerters, Criminals, and Proteſtants, 
Tne King buys the Turks to manage the ſtroke 
of the Oars, as 1 have already ſhewn, and the 

ate called Vagueavents, und they together wit 

{uch as ate on the Seats called Base du gart ier, 
de la Conitle, & les 8 have the fame 
allowance with the Soldiers they ate generally 
lulty fireng Men, and the lealt unfortunate of 
the whole Crew z they are not chain'd, but enly 
they wear 4 Ring en their Foot as a Badge of 
Slavery, When they arrive at any Port they have 
liberty to Trade, ſome of them are worth three or 
four hundred Pounds z they trequently ſend Mo- 
ney to their Wives and Families, and to the ſhame 


of Chriltians be it ſpoken, there is a great deal 


more Charity amontzit them than is is be found 
amongſt us. I had taken one called 1ripott for 
my Servant, he was a mult religious obſerver. 
ot his Law z during the R,. A Falt kept 


* 


. 
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by them the firſt Moon of the Veat) he never 
Eat, nor Drank from Sun riſing to Sun ſetting; 

in ſpight of all the toil and fatigue of the Oar, 
— neyer ſeem'd uneaſie, tho' ready to faint 
through weakneſs , | could never ſo much as fot 
ſuade Him to take a little Wine, tho“ have © 
urged him thetely out of Compalnon. The Gels 
Made uſe of no ether Servants, and they are fo 
truſty that wy 8 found. But in any Theft, 
Bf Reguery: It any by ehapee eOmMIt A fault, 
all the 1 e their . n alters 
10 infereed . for Him with the Captain, If any 
bs den th of are A G ate abet Him ſe dg 
him ql th t ces in their Pawer; 
they elub ro buy nm ear, or ta purchaſe an 
we | Al may r (rſh him, or dd him go 

1755 in the Galleys one would think that 
the Tarts and the dhe had made an ex- 
change of Principles, and that the latter had 
abjured the Proch ts of their Saviour, and that 
the others had taken rhem up, and accordingly 
reach up Chriſt ro a Turk in the Galleys, and 
15 — preſently is, that he had rather be 
transformed into a Dog, than be of a Religion 
that countenances ſo much barbarity, and ſuffers 
ſo many Crimes. 

[ cannot omit one remarkable Inſtance of thelr 
conſtancy, and tirm adherence to their Religion 
one of them who ſpoke French fell Sick, I Rand 
him ſtretch'd on the Cable in the place I have 
already deſcribed, I had done him ſome Services, 
and ſeeing me do the duties of my Function to 


ſome of his Neighbours, he called me to _ 


„ 
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bid me farewel, telling me that he found he 
could not poſſibly live four hours longer; I ven- 
rured to calk to him of God, our Saviour Chriſt, 
the Principles of his Religion, and told him that 
hrough him alone he was to expect Sal vation; 
found What I ſald made ſome Impreſlion 
whereupon | etnibrac'd him, and told him! would 
iwer fot his Boul if he would reneunes Mats 
bawet, Wha Was but an Iinpolter, and believe 
in Jeſus Ehrift the ny Redeeiner aud Bayiouy 
of (nine, whole haly and excellent Dettring 
he had heard me (6 effen preach. He tolg (AJ 
then he would do "ml ] thought fir I an: 
{wered, that all that J defired was hi conſent 
ta fecelye Baptiſm, without which, I told hi 
he could expect no fBalyarion 1 explain'd in | 
few wards the Nature and Deſign af it, an 
having induc'd him to conſent, I went for ſama 
Water, and ſecretly told the Captain what had 
happened, bur unluckily anather Turk, a Friend 
of his, who alſo underſtood French, and had 
heard all that had paſt, whillt I was away, ſaid 
ſomething to my Profelyte in his own L angua 
ſo that by the time I came back he had quite al- 
ter'd his Reſolution in ſuch wiſe, that I could 
by no means perſuade him to perform the pro- 
miſe he made me. Nay, his Friend threw him- 
ſelf over him, and exhorted him to continue true 
to the Prophet Mahomet, in ſpight of the Comite 
who was preſent, and threatned ſeverely to beat 
him if he defiſted not; he prevailed in deſpighr 


of all, for the poor Wretch dyed in my prelence 


in his Error. Had I underſtood Religion as well 
a3 
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as | de now, I ſhould not i that extremiſt 
have infilted lb much en the abſelute necetlit o 
Baptiſin, but having given him a general Noti⸗ 
en of the Prineiples of Chriltian Religion, 1 
ſhould have admonifh'd him ro Repentance, and 
ra implore the Divine Mercy for pardon of his 
Bins through the Merits of Chriſt, and fo in 
ſavin i Sou from Death, I ſhould have hid 
a multitude of my own Sins. The Reader, I 
hope, will excuſe my former Error, 

Tho), as appears from what hath been faid, 
the Twrks on the Galleys are treated ſomewhar 
better than the Chriſtians; and tho' they be in 
no wiſe moleſted on the ſcore of Religion (for 
whilſt, Maſs is a ſaying they are put into the 
Caique, or Long boat, where they divert them- 
ſelves by ſmoaking, and talking) yet there is not 
one of them but would give all the World to be 
at his Liberty, for the very name of a Galley is 
terrible to them; becauſe, notwithſtanding their 
treatment is pretty eaſy, yet they ate Slaves 
during Life, unleſs when they are very Old, and 
unſerviceable, they meet with Friends who are 
willing to lay out a large Sum of Money for 
their Ranſom, which ſhews how little thoſe 
Perſons are acquainted with the Affairs of that 
nature, who ſay that there are in the Galleys 
Men who would not accept of their freedom 
tho it were offered them; tis Juſt like talking 
of a Battle which one never 1aw, unleſs at a 
great diſtance, or knows nothing of hut by 
bearſay;; ' YT «7: -1-MEIO!: 4457 $o 
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Thefb who are called KH are generally 
oer Pealanis who are found out te buy Salt in 
uch Provinces where it is cheap; ſuen as is the 

Cauntry of Hut ur the Country of Dowbe in 
France what they call a pint of Sah, weighing aur 
Pound, colts 36. 64. There are ſame poor Peaſants, 
and their whole Families, who tor want of Sal: eax 
no Soupe ſometimes in a whole Week, tho" it 
be their common Nouriſhment; a Man in thar 


_ caſe grieved to ſee his Wife and Children in a 


ſtarving languiſhing condition, ventures to go 
abroad to buy Salt in the Provinces where it 18 
three parts in four cheaper; if diſcovered, he is 
certainly ſent to the Galleys. Tis a very melan- 
choly fight to ſee a Wife and Children lament 
their Father whom they ſee loaden with Chains, 
and irrecoverably loft, and that for no other 
Crime but endeavouring to procure Subſiſtence 


for thoſe to whom he gave Birth. Theſe indeed 


are condemned only for a time, perhaps five, 
fix, or eight Years, but the misfortune is, that 


having ſerved out their Time, if they out. live it, 


they are ſtill unjuſtly detained; for Penance or 
Maſſes avail nothing in this Purgatory, Indul- 
gences are excluded, eſpecially it the Man be 
infortunately ſtrong and robuſt, let his Sentence 
be what it will. The King's Orders are, that 
when the time of the Sentence is expired, they 


mould be ſer at liberty, and ſent home; but in 


this, as in many other caſes, his orders are not 
duly put in Execution, which indeed does not 
excuſe him, ſince a good! Prince is obliged to 

Þ have 
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have an ye on the Adminiſtration of his Mini- 


ſters and Officers. 
As for Deſerters, their Sentence runs during 


formerly they us'd to cut of their Noſe, 
and Ears, but becauſe they ſkunk, and commonly 
Intefted the whole Crew, they . now give 
them a little ſlit. Tho' theſe are inexcuſable, 
becauſ; Deſertion ls upon ſeveral accounts dan» 


gerous, and baſe; yet It moves ones plty to ſeg 


young — who often happen to deſcend from 
good Families condemn d to ſo wretched and ſo 
miſerable a Lite, | 

Such who are condemned for Crimes are ge- 
nerally Fi/ovs, Sharpers, Rookes, or Highways 
men; the moſt notorious Villains are leaſt daunt- 
ed, and take heart ſooneſt, they preſently ſtrike 
up a Friendſhip with thoſe of. their own Gang 
— tell over their old Roguerles, and boaſt of 
their Crimes, and the greateſt Villain paſſes for 
the * ero. The miſery they have re- 
duc'd themſelves to, is ſo far from working 
any amendment, that it makes them more de- 
ſperate and wicked, inſomuch that if any Stranger 
chances to come aboard, tho' it were but an 
Handkerchief, or ſome ſuch trifle, they will eer- 
tainly ſteal it if they can. Their common Em- 
ployment is to forge Titles to ingrave falſe Seals, 


and counterfeit Hand-writing, and theſe they ſell 
to others as bad as themſelves that often come 
in ſometime after to bear them Company: But 
tho' they feel no remorſe, yet they feel the 
Comite, who with a Rope's-end olten viſits 


their 
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their Shoulders, but then inſtead of complain- 
ing they vomit out Oaths and Blaſphemies e- 
nough to make a Man's Hair ſtand an. end. 
There was on who ſhewlng me the mark the 


Rope had made about his Neck, brag'd that 
though he had eſcap'd the Gallows he was not 
thereby grown a Coward, but that as ſoon as 
ever he had been at Liberty, he had rob'd the ſirſt 
Perſon he met with; and that having been taken 
and brought before a Judge who knew him not, 
he had been only condemned to..the Gallies 
where, he thank'd God, he was ſure of Bread 
and good Company the remainder of his Days. 
"Tis cerrain, that how terrible and hard ſoever 
the Uſage of ſuch may be in the Gallles, yer it 
is too mild for them; for in ſpight of all the 
Miſery they endure, they are guilty of Crimes 
too abominable to be here related; over which 
we ſhall draw a Veil, and go on to the Prore- 
ſtants who are there purely becauſe they choſe 
rather to obey God than Man, and were not 
willing to exchange their Souls for the Gain of 
the World, It is not the leaſt aggravating Cir+ 
cumſtance of their Miſery ro be condemned to 
{uch helliſh Company, they who have ſo great 
a value for the Truth of Religion, as to prefer 
it to their worldly Intereſt, muſt be ſuppoſed to 
be indued with too much Vertue not to be in 
Pain, and under Concern for the open breach of 

its Rules and unworthineſs of irs Profeſſors. 
The Proteſtants now on the Gallies have been 
condemned thither at þ times, the firſt 
| 2 wet? 
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were put in after the Revocation of the Edict of 
Nants; the term prefix'd for the fatal: choice 
of either abjuring their Religion, or leaving the 
Kingdom was a Fortnight, and that upon 
pain of being condemned to the Gallies: But 


this liberty by many baſe Artifices and unjuſt 


Methods was rendred uſeleſs, and of none effect; 
there were often ſecret Orders by the contrivance 
of the Clergy, to prevent their embarking, and 
hinder the ſelling of their Subſtance; their Debt- 
ors were abſolved by their Confeſſors when they 
deny'd a Debt; Children were forced from their 
Fathers and Mothers Arms, in hopes that the 
Tenderneſs of the Parent might prevail over the 
Zeal of the Chriſtian. They indeed were not 
maſſacred as in Herod's time, but the Blood of 
their Fathers was mingled with their Tears: 
For many Miniſters who had Zeal and Conſtancy 
enough to brave the ſevereſt Puniſhments, were 
broken alive upon Wheels without Mercy, when- 
ever ſurprized diſcharging the Duties of their 
Function. The Regiſters and Courts of Juſtice 
where the Sentences were pronounced againſt. 
them are recorded, and the Executioners of them 
are laſting Monuments of the bloody Temper 
and Fury of Popery. 

The Lalty were forbid, on paln of the Gallles, 
leaving the Kingdom on any pretence whatſo: 
ever 0 but what Polterity will fearco belleve, 
the Proteſtants of all Sexes, Ages, and Condi: 


tions us'd to fly through Delerts, and wild Im- 
pratticable ways; they committed. thels Lives 
| to 
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to the Mercy of the Seas, and run innumerable 


Hazards, to avoid either Idolatry or Martyrdom. 
Some eſcaped very happily in ſpight of the vi- 
gilance of the Dragoons and Bailifs, but a great 
many fell into their Hands; the Priſons were 
fill'd with Confeſſors: But the ſaddeſt Specta- 
cle of all, was to ſee two hundred Men at a time 


chain'd together going to the Gallies, and above. 


one hundred of that number Proteſtants; and 
what was barharous and unjuſt to the laſt de- 
gree was, that they were obliged, when there, 
on pain of Baſtinado, to bow before the Hoſt, 
and to hear Mais ; and yet that was the only 
Crime for which they had been condemned thi- 
ther. For ſuppoſe they were in the wrong, in 
obſtinately refuſing ro change their Religion, the 
Gallies wcre the — why then were 
they required to do that which had been the 
cauſe of their Condemnation? Eſpecially ſince 
there is a Law in Lance, that poſitively forbids 
a double Puniſhment tor one and the ſame Fault, 
vis. (Non bis punitur in idem.) But in France, 
property ſpeaking, there is no Law where the 

ing's Commands are abſolute and peremprory ; 
have ſeen a general Baſtinado on that account, 
which 1 ſhall deſcribe-in its proper place. T's 
certain that though there was at firſt a very great 
number of Proteltarits condemned to the Gallles 
the Baltlnado and other Torments hath deſtroy'd 
above three ul ot tour, and the moſt of thofy 
who are {till alive are in Dungeons, as Mon» 


fleurs Haxſillian, De _ and $abatier, wha 
1 55 29 are 
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are confind to a Dungeon at Chateau Df (a 


Fort built upon a Rock in the Sea, three Miles 


trom _— ). But the generous conſtancy 

„about eight or ten Months ago, de- 
ſerves a place in this Hiſtory, and challenges the 
admiration of all true Proteltants. 

Monſieur Sabatier, whoſe Charity and Zeal 
equals that of the Primitive Chriſtians z having a 
little Money, diſtributed it to his Brethren and 
Fellow-Sufferers in the Gallies z but the Prote- 
ſtants being watch d more narrowly than the reſt, 
he could not do it ſo ſecretly, but he was diſco- 
vered and brought before Monſieur de Monmort, 
Intendant of the Gallies at Marſeilles : Being 
ask'd, he did not deny the Fact; Monſieur Mon» 
mort not only promiſed him his Pardon, but a 
Reward if he would declare who it was that had 

ven him that Money. Monſicur Sabatier mo- 
eſtly anſwer'd, That he ſhould be guilty of In- 
ratitude before God and Man, It by any Con» 
:onteſſion he ſhould bring them Into Trouble 
who had been fo charitable to him; that his 
Perſon was at bis diſpoſal, but he deflr'd to be 
axcus'd as to the Secret expected from him, 
The Intendant wes, He had a way to make 
him tell, and that Immediately ; Whereupon he 
ſent for ſome Turks, who at his command [trip'd 
Sabatier Hark naked, and beat him with Ropes 
ends and Cudgels during three Days, at ſeveral 
times ; and ſeeing this did not prevail over this 


generous Conteſſor, he himſelf (which never hap» 


pen d to an Intendant before) turn'd Executioner, 
ſtriking 
4 
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ſtriking him with his Cane, and telling the By- 
Byſtanders, See what a Devil of a Religion 
this is. Theſe were his own. Expreſſions, as is 
credibly reported by Perſons that were preſent. 
The Gazetts, and publick Letters gave us an 
account of the ſame. Art laſt ſeeing he was rea- 
dy to expire, he commanded him into a Dun- 
geon, where, maugre all Torments, Providence 
hath preſerved him to this _ | 

But though moſt of the Proteſtants of the 
firſt date are deſtroy'd, yet the Wars in the Ce- 
vennes have furniſh'd them with more than 
enow to fill the vacant Places. Theſe Wars 
may be properly call'd a ſecond Perſecution, be- 
cauſe the Cruelty and inveterate Malice of a 
Popiſh Prieſt was the occaſion, and firlt cauſe 

One of the moſt bitter and paſſionate Enemies 
of the Proteſtants was the abbot d# Chelas, 
whoſe Benefice was In the Cevennen; he ke 
an exact account of the Proteſtants In his Dl- 
{tr|&t, and whenever he mitt them at Maſs, he 
us'd to ſend for them under ſome Pretenee or o- 
ther to his Houſe, and us'd to make hls Servants 
tye them (whether Men, Women or Maldeps) 
to a Tree, (irip'd down to their Walle, and 
then with Horſe-whi s, ſcourged them till the 
Blood guſh'd ont, This the Paplſts themſtlves 
do not deny, who own that this De Ch#/a4 was 
an ill Man, and yet this his nne agalnſt 
the Proteſtants being merirorious at Court, he 


had encourggement to hope for & Reward ; Bur 
agement to x> 4 + Bux 
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at laſt his Proteſtant Neighbours perceiving that 
there was no hopes of pacitying this Monſter 
by ſubmiſſion and fair means, grew deſpe- 
rate, and one Night inveſted his Houſe. He 
leap'd out of his Window into his Garden, but 
not being able to get out he begg'd Quarter , 
but as he had never granted any they ſerved him 

in his kind, by killing him; and becauſe they 
were ſure of being purſued they kept the Coun- 
try, and by degrees their numbers increas'd , 
all that were tormented for not going io Maſs 
made a body and joined them: God bleſs'd their 
Arms with ſucceſs tor ſome time, but for good 
Reaſons no doubt, tho' unknown to us; he at 
laſt gave them up into the Hands of their Ene- 
mies; and not only them, but the Inhabitants of 
tlie neighbouring Countries, as the Viverrox, ang 
Languedoc And the bare 1uſpicion of being in 
rheir Intereſt, thoſe with whom any Arms were 
found, thoſe who refuſed ro frequent the Maſs 
were either hang'd, or broken on the Wheel; 
That pretended Rebellion was made uſe of as 
a pretence to ſend to the Gallies ſeveral rich 
Proteſtant Merchants. There is ſince that time 
a — Monheur Sag by name, who 
before the repealing of the Edict of Nantes, en. 
Joy'd a plenciful Eſtate in the Ceuvenneg; in ot- 
der to keep it he abjur'd his Religion, and pro- 
miſe] to go to Maſs; his Spouſe, a worthy «| 
Lady, with whom I have often convers'd, at 
Genevu, where ſhe now lives, retuſed, and ge- 
netowly rejected all propoſals on that Wied: 
TH . | eeing 
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Seeing they threatned her with a Cloiſter, ſhe 


endeavour to gain time; but at laſt her Huſ- 


band told her, that there was a poſitive Order 
from Court to confine her if ſhe did not com- 


Ply and go to Maſs, This couragious Lady 
w 


o deſerves to be a Pattern of Piety and Zea 


to Polterity, having by Prayer, and other aQs 


of Devotion implored the divine Aſſiſtance, re- 
ſolves to quit her Country, her Husband, Chil- 
dren, and [ifdure, and all that is dear and pre- 


clous here below: She took her opportunity 


one Day when her Husband was gone a Hunt» 
ing, without communicating any thing ot her 
delign to any body, but to ſuch who were In. 
ſtrumental in her Efcape. She retired to Gene- 
va, Where (he might have liberty co make an 
open Profeſſion of her Religion, and bemoan 
the misfortune of her Family, 

Sometime after the Wars of the Cevennes 
broke out, Monſieur de S% t was accuſed” of 
aſſiſting the Cami/ars with Proviſion; and in 
{pigiz of his Hypocriſy and pretended Zeal for 
his new Religion, he was ſent to the Gallies, 
But here we muſt admire. the Wiſdom of Pro- 
vidence, very remarkable in this Diſpenſation; 
for this bas prov'd the means to open his own 
Eyes, and to let him ſee his Error; as appears 
from the penitential Letters he writes to his 
Friends, his Chriſtian hike Behaviour under his 
Sutterings, his Exhortations to his Fellow-ſuf- 
ferers, the noble and pious Example he ſhews 
them. He hath had frequent offers madę him, 
FE of 
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of being reſtor'd to hls Eſtate on the ſume Con: 
ditions he had preforv'd It before, but he hath 
hitherto been proof againſt all thelr Attempts. 
He was ſome Years ago put Into the Hoſþltal- 
General tor the Callles at Marſei//es, This ty 
a kind of ManutaQtory, where thelr treatment 
is ſomewhat eaſſer than In the Gallles; but at 
the Siege of Tv, he, and all his Brethren, 
were taken out of that Hoſpital and reduc'd to 
their old Station and former miſerable Condi» 
tlon; befides loſing a dozen or fourteen Lo 
40% which he had procur'd, to purchaſe ſuch 
Neceſſarſes as pl ht keep up, and ſupport his 
fBpirics under the Hardſhips he endured, This 
account came to Geneva to his Lady while I 
was there, who-is, as one may eaſily imagine, 
under an unexpreſſible Concern for the Miſerles 
her Husband groans under, ; 

But it is time to bring this ſad Relation to a 
concluſion, in order whereunto, I ſhall, accord- 
ing to my promiſe, give an account of the ge- 
neral Baſtinado at which I was preſent, and it 
Was not the leaſt means of my Converſion. 
God grant it may be effectual to my Salya- 
tion, 548 

In the Year one thouſand ſeven hundred and 
three, ſeveral Proteſtants out of Languedoc and 
the Cevennes were put on Board our Galley, 
they were narrowly watch'd and obſerved, and 
I was mightily ſurprisd one Sunday Morni 
after ſaying Maſs on the Bancaſſe, a Table fe 
placed, that all in the Galley may ſee the _— 

when 


— —- 


E 

when he elevates the Hoſt, to hear the C/ 
ſay, he was going to give the Huguenots the 
Baſtingdo becauſe they did not kneel, nor ſhew 
any reſpect to the Miſterles of the Maſs, and 
that he Way a golng to uequalnt the Captaly 
therewith, The very name of Baltinado territy'd 
ne, and tho' | had never ſeen this dreadiul Exe 
cutlon, | beg'd the Chi to forbear till the 
next Sunday, that In the mean time | would en- 
deavour to convince them of what | then thought 
thele Duty, and mine own. Accordingly I uſed all 
the means | could poſſibly think of to that effect, 
ſometimes making uſe of fair means, giv! 
them Victuals, and doing them other gaod U 
ces; ſamerimes uſing Threats, and repreſentin 
the Torments that were deligin'd them, and of- 
ten urging the King's Command; and quating 
the paſſage of St. Paul, that he who reſiſts the 
higher powers, reſiſts God. | had not ar that 
time any deſign to oblige them to do any thing 
againſt their Conſciences; I muſt confeſs that 
what I did at that time, chiefly proceeded from 
a motive of Pity and Tenderneſs; this was the 
Cauſe of my Zeal, which had been more fatal 
to them, had not God endued them with Re- 
ſolution and Vertue ſufficient to bear up againſt 
my Arguments, and the terrible Execution they 
had in view. I could not but admire at once 


both the Modeſty of their Anſwers, and great- 
neſs of their Courage; The King, ſay they, i- 
indeed Maſter of our Bodies, but not of our Cone 
ſciences ;, at lalt the dreadful Day being * 

8 the 
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the Camite narrowly ebſery'd them to fbe the 
tiuit of my Lahours; there were only two out 
of tweuty that hawed their Knee to Baa/, the 
relt generoully retus'd it, and were accordingly 
A e Captain's Command, ſerved in the manner 
QLLOWING, 

Here, Tike another /Eneas, with regret call- 
ing to mind the miſeries and ruin of his own 
Country, the very Memory whereof ſtruck his 
Soul with horrour, I may truly ſay, Infandum 
Regina jubes renovare dolorem. 

n order to the Execution, every Man's Chains 
were taken off, and they were put into the 
hands of four T»r4s who ſtrip them ſtark na- 
ked, and ſtretch them upon the Courſier, (that 
great Gun we have deſcribed in the Pretace) 
there they are ſo held that they cannot ſo much 
as ſtir, during that time there is a horrid fi- 
lence throughout the whole Galley ; *tis ſo cruel 
a (Scene that the moſt profligate obdurate 
wretches cannot bear the fight, but are forc'd 
to turn away their Eyes. The Victim thus pre- 
par'd, the Iurꝶ pitch'd upon to be the Execu- 
tioner, with a tough Cudgel, or Knotty Ropes- 
end, -unmercitully beats the poor Wretch, and 


that too the more willingly, becauſe he thinks 


that it is acceptable to his Prophet Mahomet; 
but the moſt barbarous of all is, that after the 
Skin is flea'd off their Bones, the only Balſam 


they apply to their Wounds, is a mixture of 


Vinegar and Salt; after this, they are thrown 


into the Hoſpital already deſcribed z I went thi- 


ther 


1 
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ther after the Fxecution, and could not refrain 
ſtom Tears at the fight of 16 much harhariey; 
they quickly perceived it, and tho" ſcarce able 
to ſpeak through pain and weakneſs, they 
thank'd me for the Compaſſion I exprel and 
the kindneſs I had always ſhewn them, I went 
with a defign to adminiſter ſome Comfort, bur 
I was glad to find them leſs moved than I was 
my felt It was wonderful to ſee with what 
true Chriſtian Patience and Conſtancy they hore 
their Torments; in the m—_— of their Pain 
never expreſſing any thing like Rage, but call- 
ing upon Almighty God, and imploring his 
Aﬀſtace. I vilited them day by day, and as 
often as I did, my Conſcience upbraided me for 

erſiſting ſo long in a Religion, whoſe Capital 

rrors 1 long before perceiv'd, and above all 
that, inſpir'd ſo much cruelty; a Temper direct. 
ly oppoſite to the Spirit of Chriſtianty ; Ar laſt 
their Wounds, like ſo many Mouths preach'd 
to me, made me ſenſible of my Error, and ex- 
erimentally taught me the Excellency of the 
— Religion. 

But it is high time to conclude, and draw a 
Curtain over this horrid Scene, which preſents 
us with none but ghaſtly Sights, and Tranſacti- 
ons full of Barbarity and Injuſtice, but which 
all ſhew how falſe what they pretend in France 
is, for detaining the Proteſtants in the Galleys, 
vi. that they do not ſufter there upon a Reli- 
gious, but a Civil account, being condemned for 
Rebellion and Diſobedience; the Puniſhments 


inflicted 
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Inflifted on them when they refuſe to adore 
the Holt, the Rewards and Advantages offer'd 
them on their compliance in that particular, 
are a ſufficient Argument againſt them, there 
being no ſuch Offers made to ſuch who are 
condemned for Crimes, It ſhews the World 
alfb the almoſt incredible barbarity uſed againſt 
the French Proteſtants, and at the ſame time 
ſets off in a moſt glorious manner their Ver- 
rue, Conſtancy, and Zeal for their holy Re- 


ligion. 
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